[Neurokinins and the skin].
Neurokinins are a family of peptides which are released from sensory nerves. This family involves substance P, neurokinin A and B which stimulate neurokinin-NK1, -NK2 and -NK3 receptors respectively. The neurokinins as well as C.G.R.P. (calcitonin gene related peptide) and V.I.P. (vasoactive intestinal peptide) are the mediators of the non adrenergic non cholinergic (N.A.N.C.) nervous system. All these peptides can be released by nerve fibres innervating the skin. They are mainly inflammatory mediators. At skin level, the neurokinin induce itch, wheal and flare. Itch and flare are partly due to histamine release from mast cells in response to substance P.